Sodium aurothiomalate toxicity and sulphoxidation capacity in rheumatoid arthritic patients.
The association between sulphoxidation capacity and sodium aurothiomalate toxicity was investigated in 65 patients undergoing treatment for rheumatoid arthritis. Of those showing side-effects, 30/37 (81%) were also poor sulphoxidizers compared with only 9/28 (32%) in the group not displaying adverse reactions. A patient with poor sulphoxidation had a nine-fold greater risk of developing toxicity. The prior measurement of sulphoxidation capacity may help to identify those patients most susceptible to the deleterious effects of this drug.